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Tha Swedish Gorerament aant a sharply worded not# to tha Soriet 
Union on February 19* 1957* In answer to tba Bua a l a n memorandum of 
February 6th which contained tha inforaatlon that Wallenberg had 
dlad In a Soriat prlaon. In unusually strong critical language tha 
Swadiah Gorerament lapliad that It did not eonaldar tha Sarlat Union’s 
answer satisfactory. To aaka sura that there could be no alaundar» 
st anding of its poeiton* tha Royal Ministry for Foreign Affairs re- 
leased the full text of tha Swedish note to the Soriat Union to tha 
press on February 20, 1957* a copy of the translation of this note 
distributed by the press section of tha Foreign Office la attached 
as Enclosure Mo. 1. 



The Swedish note of February 19 laid full responsibility for 
detaining Raoul Wallenberg in a Soriat orison and for girlng incorrect 
information to tha Swedish Gorerament about Walle nb erg on the Soriat 
Go remnant; It pointedly denied that the Soriat Go re m na nt canid 
shift responsibility for these actions onto any new deceased Soriat 
Security Agency officials. Furthermore* the note aade a specific 
point of the fact that "Swedish public opinion is justly shacked by 
what has occurred in this natter", fixpressing doubt that all traces 
of Wallenberg in Soriet Imprisonment had been obliterated* as the 
Seriate claimed* the Swedish Go remnant’ s note refuested that any 
further details obtained be eosnunleated to it* and it res erred tha 
right to send additional material concerning Wallenberg to tha Soriet 
Gorerament. 



The entire Swedish press* 



February 21st headlined the story of the Swedish note* 
delirered In Moscow on February 19th by 



including the Communist It D ag. on 
» Swedish note* (although 

_ „ Ambassador Sohlman* publicity 

did not result until the erenifg of February 20). Tha orerwhalming 
majority of the proas commanded tha Oorsrnmsnt for tha sharp tons 
of its note and ran editorials again deploring the Soriat treatmant 
of Wallenbarg. 
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The Assistant Director of the Political Semen or the Foreign 
Office,; R* Hlchens BERGSTROM observed that this was one of the 
strongest notes that Swoden has ever a*nt to the Soviet Union-, He 
explained that it cor id b* freely translated from its diplomatic 
language as saying or Sweden's part to the Soviet Union- "We think 
you are lying!" 

If the Foreign iffice had not put out a strong note and given 
publicity to it; the is little question but that there would have 
occurred a public di. agreement between the Wallenberg Committee 
(made up of dtatingu. shed Swedish citiaens) and the Foreign Office 
which would In turn h.vve placed a political strain on the Government* 
As it turned out. the Government has had the support of a remarkably 
united public opinion in * ns i sting that the last word has not been 
said on the Wallenberg case and that further and more energetic 
Soviet Investigations are required to shed full and accurate light 
on Wallenberg a disappearance 

A concommittant of this press reaction* otherwise ao decidedly 
in the Government s favor , has been a revived campaign by the 
Opposition press against Foreign Minister Unden for his alleged 
passl venesa and lack of interest at an earlier stage of the search 
for Wallenberg.: Testimonies by members of the Wallenbeig Committee* 

released in Veckc^ourn^ien and similar weeklies told how UndAn in 
1947 reportedly "took the Soviet assurances of that time as evldance 
that Wallenberg was not to be found on Russian territory * Several 
Opposition papers contained attacks on Foreign Minister UndAn for 
his cynical attitude at. f.her time However* these attacks are all 
based on an alleged attitude that took place some ten years ago and 
m\* t contend with the fact that Foreign Minister Unden is now re* 
sponsible for this sharp note to the Soviet Union- On balance* 
therefor*:, it does not appear that these Opposition attacks have 
material ly damaged Unden s unique political position in Sweden* 

Foreign Office officials at the Bureau Chief level have made 
the point, and It as evident in terms of press reaction* that the 
Soviet reply finally telling of Wallenberg's death has led to a 
decided worsening of Swedish Soviet relations*. The present sharp 
note deprecating the accuracy of the Soviet Memorandum of February 6 
is still another ind cation that Swedish Soviet, relations are at a 
low ebb . 

For the Ambassadors 
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Translation of ncr.» 
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■Inofficial (sic) translation” released by Foreign Office I 

Foreign Office Press Release Wednesday; February 20th? 1957 
Concerning Swedish Note to Soviet Union 

A note of the following content was delivered to the Soviet 
Foreign Ministry by the Swedish Ambassador Rolf Sohlman on 
February 19th, 195 V 

•In a Memorandum of February 6th = 1957? the Soviet Government 
declared that from their investigations regarding the Swedish 
Secretary of Legation Raoul Wallenberg the conclusion aught to be 
drawn? that Wallenberg died in a prison in Moscow during the night 
July 16th' I7th ? 1947 The responsibility for detaining the Swedish 
diplomat in prison and for the incorrect information which has been 
giren the Swedish Government for many years since August 18th? 1947? 
is laid on the Soviet Secur ity Agencies, The Soviet Government has 
expressed their sincere regret at whet has happened* They have 
further stated? that the person among the top officials of the 
Security Service who was primarily responsible for the aggression 
ay Inst Wallenberg? was sentenced to death and executed on account 
of severe crimes 

•Swedish public opinion is justly shocked by what has occurred 
in this matter. If the Soviet Security Service was able to act in 
such an autocratic way as to make a diplomat of a neutral country 
a prisoner and keep him m prison for 2 1/2 years without reporting 
the case to the Soviet Government or to the Foreign Ministry? this 
fact is not In itself a circumstance, for which the Soviet Govern?* 
ment can disclaim responsibility By expressing their regret? the 
Soviet Government has also admitted their responsibility* To this 
is added the fact that, while Wallenberg wse confined in a Moscow 
prison? the Soviet Government cannot, considering the numerous 
Swedish appeals v have been unable to obtain reliable information in 
the matter, if they had really undertaken the thorough investiga- 
tions they have repeatedly assured the Swedish Government that they 
had made; 

•In this connection it chok'd be recalled? that aa late ae 
the day before the one reported es the date of Wallenberg*# death? 
Ambassador Sohlman reminded of WVJlenberg in the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry- Before that occasion Moscow had been reminded of this 
natter some twenty times after January 16th? 1945? when the Deputy 
Foreign Minister Deksnosrr inform- a f he Swedish Legation in Moscow? 
that Wallenberg had been found and^ako.i in Soviet Russian custody* 

The Swedish Government. fir,u :t *uixlcult to believe that all 
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further documentation concerning Wallenberg's stay in Soviet 
prisons* with exception of the report mentioned in the Soviet 
Government Memorandum* should hsve been completely obliterated. 
They expect* therefore* that if sny further material is found 
in the Soviet Union* destined to clarify uhat happened to 
Wallenberg* it mill be communicated to the Swedish Ministry for 
foreign Affairs. The Swedish Government* on their side* reserve 
their right to communicate further material concerning Wal l e nb erg 
that the Swedish Government consider of importance for continued 
investigations in the Soviet Union." 
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